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FAREWELL TO BENCHMARK! 

 

Welcome to the first edition of "The  Last Word", the 

magazine that will replace Benchmark. The reason 

Benchmark is no longer being published, is due to the 

retirement of its' editor Ted Ring. Ted has been 

producing Benchmark for 20 years, and it has been 

enjoyed by not only Sheffield & Hallamshire referees, 

but by a worldwide readership who know a good thing 

when they see it. Ted's publishing career goes back 

fifty years, when he edited "The Football Referee" for 

many years and then spent a long time as assistant 

editor on that publication. I can still remember that as a 

(fairly) young referee I would read "The Football 

Referee" and think who is Ted Ring? Has he got 

nothing else to do apart from write articles for 

magazines? Not only was his output considerable it 

was also excellent quality and no doubt helped 

referees on a Saturday afternoon, when football 

traditionally used to be played, to improve their 

performances. So sadly the "Benchmark" has been 

retired along with Ted. I do not have fifty years of 

experience editing magazines, or indeed in the field of 

education and communication. I come into this post 

with zero experience, but with the will to see referees 

in our area still benefit from a local newsletter. There 

will be a difference in format. I would like to include 

stories from all our societies, with pictures, if possible. 

In order for this to happen I will need the help of all 

societies in the county to provide me with material that 

could interest our membership. Of course any 

feedback on the content of our new newsletter will be 

appreciated as it is your magazine. I will try to produce 

three editions a season and see how it goes from 

there. I will also try to include content that will be 

helpful to referees going onto the field of play. As an 

observer and FA instructor I do have some experience 

to pass on, hopefully in a way that you will find 

enjoyable. 

COUNTY QUIZ FINAL 2019 

Congratulations once again to Doncaster RS who won the Sheffield & Hallamshire County quiz final which was held at 

Sheffield RA this year.  Once again the evening was a great success with four teams taking part. Sheffield entered two 

teams with one each from Rotherham and Doncaster. The format was similar to the last few years, with rounds 1,3 & 

5 being on Laws of the Game and rounds 2 & 4 on the 2018 World Cup.  The quiz is a much more relaxed affair than 

in the good old days of standing up on your own with the eyes of the room on you and the clock ticking down and the 

sound of your knees knocking.  With written answers and plenty of good natured banter, the quiz is an enjoyable 

evening for all. Doncaster are pictured above from left to right, 

Michael Leneghan, Bob Ayre, David Sutton and Joe Dodd. Well 

done to David who won the highest individual scorer prize with a 

score of 19 out of 25.  
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The scorecard looked like this. 

 Laws Total 

 Doncaster 54.5 70.5 

Rotherham 51 59 

Sheffield A 35.5 44.5 

Sheffield B 39 50 

 

Once again congratulations to Doncaster but also to everyone else who took part. Social evenings like this are one of 

the few that our county RA has left and we would love to see them continue. Of course the quiz could not take place 

without a quizmaster and thanks go to David Bennett who has provided excellent questions for the past several years, 

and to scorer, Ted Ring and timekeeper, Phil Woodward too.  Thanks also to Sheffield RA for allowing us to use their 

venue and providing an excellent buffet. We look forward to seeing even more at next year's quiz. 

 

SIN BINS ARE COMING 

Like it or not, sin bins are coming!!  I have been to a number of briefings about Sin Bins and reaction 

from the majority of officials has been negative.  The general feeling has been along the lines of, " We 

have to look after rolling substitutions and now this!, we will never cope on our own." "This is football, not Rugby" "This 

is just another way of making money!"  "Who's paying for the third watch needed to monitor the time?" "Who's going 

to manage the 'sin bin' on the touchline?"  "What happens when you have 5 players from the same team in the sin 

bin?" 

 

There is no doubt that it is another duty for the referee to perform on a match day, but data from experiments already 

run have shown sin bins to be a positive step in controlling player behaviour.  

• FA commissioned Sin Bins in 2016/2017,                                              

• Piloted it in 2017/2018 and will make it compulsory in 2019-2020 for all leagues Step 7 and below 

• The sin bin only impacts caution for DISSENT [C2] 

• Why Dissent? 

• Support the RESPECT programme; 

• 73500 cautions for Dissent in 2016/17 alone; 

• This equates to 25% of all cautions branded; 

• Aim to decrease Dissent and improve match experience 

• No £10 Admin Fee for C2(Sin Bin) as the sanction is the Sin Bin 

• Initial Pilot was successful resulting in: 38% Reduction in Dissent across all Leagues; 25 showed a reduction 

whilst 6 showed slight increase 

• 25 leagues showed an overall reduction in dissent  

• 38% reduction in dissent across all leagues 

• 72% of players wanted to continue with the scheme  

• 77% of managers and/or coaches wanted to continue with the scheme  

• 84% of referees wanted to continue with the scheme    
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While I realise that the results of surveys are only made public when the outcome is the one that is sought by the 

people commissioning it, this data does look positive. I am sure that if we adopt a positive attitude that sin bins 

will be a tool that we can use to enhance our match control. Do not focus on the worst case scenario of four 

players all in the sin bin for dissent and due to come out at different times, along with two already having been 

sent off and your watch has just broken and it's started to rain as well. 

Research from over 135,000 matches 

• Average Dissent Caution count - 0.46/Game  

• Caution for dissent in every 2.16 matches  

• Where Dissent exists – 1.356/game  

• Less than 1% of matches have more than 3 cautions for dissent 

• The chances of those in the same 10 minute period are remote 

So let us go into next season positively with another tool in our armoury to help us to improve our match day 

experience.  

 

POST MATCH DISCUSSIONS 

 

So, your game is over at last!  What a day at the office, three sent off, eight in the book, a mass confrontation after the 

fifth penalty decision, several fights among spectators, the dog that came on and burst the match ball, the club 

secretary refused to pay you and the showers were cold! AAAARGHHHH!! 

What are you going to do? Throw your bag in the corner and take up macramé? Or talk to somebody about today's 

performance? 

OK, the scenario above is extreme, but everyone has a bad game sometime and when you reach a stage where you 

don't have bad games you still want to improve. Self analysis is something that I am sure we all do, but a second 

opinion is always helpful. Who do you talk to though? It may be that you don't have to talk, only listen. Certainly in the 

game at the start of this piece I am sure many comments will have come your way. Perhaps some of them are justified 

and if you act on that feedback you may get less criticism after your next game. Players and club officials who are 

fired up at the end of a game will have a biased view of events. There are other people though who you can talk to.  

Your assistant referees on the day, senior colleagues, local referees' associations, mentors or observers. The 

postgame critique is a great learning tool. The best referees are the ones who are open to what you have to 

say and those that are willing to learn new things. 

It is important to remember that you cannot go over every minute of play. There is no way you could do it, and if you 

tried it would not be effective or taken in. Try to pick out important decisions during the game, or match changing 

incidents. Perhaps as a team try to think of two or three things that you did well or two or three things that you did not 

do so well. Try to use open ended questions Open-ended questions are inquiries that require a full answer and are 
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impossible to answer with one word. Try structuring a question like, “Could you tell me what you  could’ve done better 

in that situation?” Rather than, “Did you do anything wrong in that situation?” or even “Is there anything you 

could’ve done better in that situation?” 

The open-ended questions begin a dialogue in a non-threatening manner. Starting a sentence off with 

“Could” will elicit the least defensive responses. Be careful when using questions that start with “Why” 

because they are the questions most likely to be perceived as accusations. 

  It is always good to start on a positive note and allows people to relax their defences. This shows that you 

are not going to have an inquisition. However it is a mistake not to address errors. This should be done 

without being demeaning to anyone. A post match discussion where everyone tells each other how good 

they were is not productive. True, we all like to hear good things about ourselves, but we also need to find 

ways to improve. Perhaps the most challenging people to advise are those who feel that they haven't made 

any mistakes during a game and resist any criticism at all. They may be good officials but with that outlook 

will not reach their full potential. It is always worth remembering that everyone you will ever meet knows 

something that you don't. Be prepared to listen to what people have to say. You do not have to act upon it, 

but giving something a try may improve your game. 

 

 

Nah!! It's only a line! 

How many referees think that being an assistant referee is a bit 

beneath them? Is it a bit of a pain to have to be an assistant on a 

senior league for a season or two until you get promoted to the middle 

of that league? When you are appointed to an honours game and 

congratulated by colleagues, do you reply, " Yes but it was only a line!" 

Lining ( and I will continue to use that expression, because it describes 

exactly what an assistant referee does), is not an easy option. All 

officials are important to a game of football. If a club is unable to 

provide an assistant to help the referee during a game and an 

attacking winger takes the ball out of play and back in while dribbling around a full back close to team officials, then 

carries on and scores, the defending team will certainly be belligerent in their protests, affecting the frame of mind of 

that team for rest of the game. 

Officials are a team of three. Team is the pertinent word in that sentence. When you are the man in the middle, you 

expect your assistants to do the best job possible for you. Surely you must do the same for any referee when you are 

an assistant.  

Running a line is a demanding job with a lot of responsibility. There is so much to be aware of, where is the second 

last defender, is he interfering in active play, was the ball last played by a colleague or an opponent, is this another 

phase of play? Has there been an off the ball incident during this attack? Did the ball go out of play while I have been 

concentrating on the offside? Why don't the loudmouths in the technical area just wind their necks in?!?!!!  

It is also difficult to achieve the right level of involvement in a game. How many of us feel that we have not really been 

involved if we have only given one offside two throw ins and no fouls during a game? It is worth remembering that 

assistants are there to assist not insist! If the referee is in a good position with a good view does he need your 

advice? If he does he will look for it. If he is not looking for help, then don't give it unless he is wrong in law. There are 

times when he will need advice, if something has happened on his blind side or behind his back. What he doesn't 

need is a flag when he has a perfect view an incident and whether you agree or not. He is the referee on the day and 

makes those calls. 

So please remember the RA motto "Service before self" and always give 100% when lining because on another day 

you will expect the same from your assistants! 
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What's your decision? 

 

1) How many players can be present at a dropped ball? 

2) When is the ball in play after a goal kick? 

3) What choice does the winner of the toss have at KO? 

4) What must a goal keeper not do at a penalty kick? 

 

 

Why "The Last Word?" 

I hope that you have enjoyed my first attempt at producing your magazine.  You may be wondering why I have chosen 

to call it "The Last Word"? It's because that is what most referees hope to have during a game. So here are some who 

did:- 

Ref  - "I'm sending you off!" 
Player - "What for?" 
Ref -"The rest of the game!" 
 

The player has been making comments about the 
referee throughout the game. At a stoppage in play 
he says to the player - "Son, I've been watching you 
play; You need to concentrate more on your skills 
and less on mine." 
 

Player: Stupid !*!/<*$^*(!!! 
Referee sends him off. 
Player: But ref, I was talking to myself! 
Referee: When I am refereeing, nobody is allowed 
to talk to you like that. 
 

Referee goes to a group of spectators during an 
injury stoppage and takes up position in their midst. 
He gets questioning looks and says to them "You 
seem to get a better view from here than from my 
position, so I thought I'd spend the rest of the game 
here".  No more noise from them!! 
 

  

............ and some who didn't. 

The referee said that there were a lot of referees on the pitch. The comment followed ' Aye and you're not the best of 

the bunch' 

During a game a player had been whinging and making comments throughout. The referee said, " Who’s refereeing 

this game, you or me?" The answer came immediately, " At the moment neither of us." 
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What's your decision? Answers 

1) One. All the rest must be at least 4m away 

2) As soon as it is kicked. Opponents must still remain outside the penalty area until the ball is in play. 

3) Whether to KO or have choice of ends. 

4) He must not be touching the goalpost/crossbar or nets. 

All of these are changes in the Law this season. Are you ready for it? 

 

"The Last Word" has no copyright and if anyone wishes to use any of the content they are free to do so. It 

would be appreciated if it was noted where the original had come from. 


