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                                Encouraged and supported by Sheffield and Hallamshire County FA 

Editor: Ted Ring, 212 East Bawtry Road, Whiston, Rotherham, S60 3LS 

                                                           Tel: 01709-322671   Mobile: 07806-728648   E-mail: tedring@blueyonder.co.uk 

         To receive the e-mail version of BENCHMARK, which is several pages long, send an-email to the Editor, asking to be included on the regular issue list 

'Benchmark' has been a four-times-a-year publication for a number of years 
now, so we'll make a difference this year by having an extra issue. It will not be 
a lengthy one like our usual ten or so pages, and it will not pursue in depth any 
particular educational theme. We want to bring you, however, some important 
information that cannot wait until our next full edition in September. 

 

 

 
First of all, the end of the football season does not mean it is 'feet up and take it easy 
time' for referees who want to improve and possibly to gain promotion. Oh no! There 
are fitness tests ahead for such people. 

Our friend Andy Hogg, an ex-FIFA Assistant Referee and a well respected National 
List Assessor, has extended a great invitation. He writes: 

 

“It is my intention to run Close Season training sessions, mainly 

with a view to preparing for fitness tests, but open to anybody 

(also including non-referees) who may wish to keep fit during the 

summer months.  

“I have invited you as you may wish to attend, or alternatively 

for you to publicise the sessions on our behalf. 

“The sessions will run every Thursday in May, June and July at 

Don Valley Bowl (adjacent to Ice Sheffield, S9 5DA), from 

6.00pm to 7.15pm.  

“The sessions will be hard work, but they will be full of fun, 

outdoors on grass, and from time to time we will have a jog 

across to Woodbourn Road Stadium for mock tests on the 

running-track. Costs for each session are 'nowt', as we say in 

Yorkshire! Just come along, enjoy the banter and train hard. 
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“I will be sending out weekly reminders for each session, but if 

you do not want to receive these, please e-mail me. 

“Please call/email if you intend to attend or if you have any 

questions. Please also feel free to pass on this message to others 

who may wish to attend. 

“I am looking forward to seeing you at the sessions, or 

alternatively I thank you in advance for helping to promote 

them.” 
 
Andy Hogg can be contacted as follows: 
hoggyref@gmail.com 
or on 07785536261 
 

FOOTNOTE: By the way, some years ago when he was probably at his 

fittest, Andy Hogg had a special personal charity fund-raising week-end 

in which he took part in a dozen different sponsored sports activities over 

two days. That takes some doing, doesn't it? One of his dozen activities 

was to referee a game in the County Senior League. The editor had the 

privilege of assessing a very competent performance in that game, during 

which the referee comfortably covered an above-average distance. Andy 

has always been a fitness fanatic. It’s in his blood --- you know the rest! 

 
What a privilege it is to be involved for years with selfless referees! 

 

 
 

Talking of which, how about this story --- 
 

Turning our attention now to the County FA Youth Council, we want to tell you 

of the determined personal response to a sad episode in the life of one of our 

young and enthusiastic referees. 

Natasha Wilson of Rotherham RA is an enthusiastic and industrious worker for 

the development of young refereeing talent, not only in our county area but 

nationally also. Tasha, as she is known to many of her friends and colleagues, is a 

member of the national RA-FA Youth Council and as such she will know only too 

well what commitment and dedication are all about. 

She contacted Benchmark soon after the publication of the April issue in 
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response to a challenge to our Youth Council members to consider involving 

themselves in a possible public charity activity. This is what she wrote:  

"I would like to make you aware that two weeks ago I lost my 
Mama to cancer. Therefore, I am donating my match fees for 
the next year to Weston Park Hospital in Sheffield for those 
battling with such an awful disease."  
 

Any of us who have lost a close family member to cancer when we were still 

young will know how devastating this will have been for Natasha, and the editor 

knows this from first-hand experience. (My father only managed to see me refereeing 

once before he died of cancer – Editor). To Natasha, of course, we send our 

sympathy and our prayers. We wish her well in her splendid commitment to the 

hospital, hoping that she will look back proudly at the end of next season at the 

terrific amount she has raised. Perhaps a large number of her colleagues and 
friends, whether they are young active referees or older, perhaps no-
longer-active officials, might want to contribute to such a wonderful cause. 
 

Natasha Wilson, you are person of whom we are proud. God bless you! 

 

 

 
+++ Next, we would like to draw your attention to the news that Matt Handley has 
now left Sheffield and Hallamshire County FA to take up a new position with The 
Football League Trust. We thank him for his service in our area and wish him well in 
his new post.  

Matt’s replacement is Mark Wozniak who will now be supporting the Youth Council 
at the County FA. We hope he enjoys a successful career in our area. 

 

 
That is all for this extra issue of Benchmark, except to mention that we have an item 
coming in September about the penalty kick. 
 

If you have any contribution to make towards our next edition in September, please send it to 

the Editor in good time.  


